Cards for Supporting Pair Work

It helps to have an observer (teacher or student) be able to help a pair during the conversation, but without getting too involved orally. The observer can put the card in front of either partner or out in the middle, when appropriate. This should happen when it is clear that they need help: they are not talking, they are off topic, they are arguing un-academically, etc.   
Students can watch you model how to observe and support conversations with the cards like the ones above. It actually helps the observers, who act like conversation coaches, as much as the participants. Observers get a chance to meta-analyze how conversations work so that they can do well in their own conversations. Some teachers simply have triads rotate roles (Student A, Student B, Observer) throughout a unit of study. Other teachers have pairs use several cards without coaches. Students can refer to the cards and even “play” them as they converse.


	
Ask for an (another) example to support the idea


	
Paraphrase what your partner said 

	
Ask your partner to clarify (Why…How…)


	
Show that you are listening with your eyes, nods, posture


	
Pose a competing idea and start to build it up

	
Stay focused on the conversation prompt


	
Encourage your partner to talk more



	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Summarize the conversation up until now and what you still need to discuss

	
Ask for criteria used to evaluate evidence
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