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Focus

Professional Learning Community (PLC) 
Question 1:

What do we expect our students to learn?



1. Identify Learning Targets

2. Develop levels of mastery for 
each Learning Target

3. Create common formative 
assessments for each Learning 
Target

4. Re-examine the curriculum 
and modify/supplement as 
needed

Module/Chapter/Unit Lesson Design Steps



Module/Chapter/Unit Lesson Design Steps

1. Identify Learning Targets
○ Examine your given curriculum

○ Review the Common Core standards 
(content and practice)

○ Think about your experience; especially 
consider common student misconceptions

○ Determine academic vocabulary demands



2.  Develop levels of mastery for each Learning 
      Target

○ Focus on student misconceptions to build a 
proper scaffold

○ Keep in mind the DOK levels

○ Think about the CCSS Math Practice standards

Module/Chapter/Unit Lesson Design Steps 







Essential Learning



3.   Create common formative assessments for each Learning 
       Target

○ Identify/write questions that directly assess each level of 
mastery.

○ If the levels of mastery have been properly developed, 
this is a lot easier to accomplish!

○ Often, while writing the assessments, you will want to go 
back and modify your Learning Targets.  This is an 
iterative process.

Module/Chapter/Unit Lesson Design Steps



4.    Re-examine the curriculum and modify as needed
○ Identify the parts of your curriculum that address each 

Learning Target and the levels of mastery.

○ If there is something missing, write or identify resources to 
supplement

○ Determine where and how to incorporate key instructional 
strategies (number talks, think-pair-shares, etc.)

○ Decide when and how academic language will be 
developed

Module/Chapter/Unit Lesson Design Steps



Time to Review Examples



Example:  Find the area of this figure

30 cm

8 cm

12 cm

6 cm

15 cm

10 cm



Learning Target:
I can find the area of rectangles, and unfamiliar shapes that can be broken 
into rectangles.

Level 1: 
I can describe what “one square unit” means and can draw a square unit 
for a given unit.  I can determine the area of a rectangle by counting the 
number of square units that completely fill the rectangle.



Learning Target:
I can find the area of rectangles, and unfamiliar shapes that can be broken 
into rectangles.

Level 2:
I can determine the area of a rectangle by drawing a sketch and 
determining the number of square units (without counting).



Learning Target:
I can find the area of rectangles, and unfamiliar shapes that can be broken 
into rectangles.

Level 3:
I can find missing side lengths and areas by adding and subtracting 
known parts.



Learning Target:
I can find the area of rectangles, and unfamiliar shapes that can be broken 
into rectangles.

Level 4:
I can find the area of an unfamiliar shape by breaking it into known 
parts.  Depending on the given information, I can either find an exact 
area or an appropriate estimate.



Example:  Understanding Equations

Learning Target
I understand the meaning of equations, equal signs, and solutions.  I can 
write equivalent equations.

Level 1:
I can differentiate between an expression and an equation, and between 
simplifying and solving.  I can explain that the equal sign means “is 
equivalent to”,  not “what’s the answer?”.

3 + 5 = ___ 3 + ___ = 2 + 6



I can differentiate between an expression and an equation, and between simplifying and 
solving.  I can explain that the equal sign means “is equivalent to”,  not “what’s the 
answer?”.



Example:  Understanding Equations

Learning Target
I understand the meaning of equations, equal signs, and solutions.  I can 
write equivalent equations.

Level 2:
I can determine whether a given value is a solution to an equation; I can 
determine if an equation has one, zero, or infinitely many solutions.

12 = x + 8
x + y = 10

3(x + 2) = 3x + 2



I can determine whether a given value is a solution to an equation; I can 
determine if an equation has one, zero, or infinitely many solutions.



Example:  Understanding Equations

Learning Target
I understand the meaning of equations, equal signs, and solutions.  I can 
write equivalent equations.

Level 3:
Given a simple equation (like x = 2), I can create an equivalent equation 
with at least 3 operations, and can confirm that it is equivalent to the 
original.

x = 2 2(x + 5) = 14x + 5 = 7
+5 • 2



Given a simple equation (like x = 2), I can create an equivalent equation with at 
least 3 operations, and can confirm that it is equivalent to the original.



Example:  Understanding Equations

Learning Target
I understand the meaning of equations, equal signs, and solutions.  I can 
write equivalent equations.

Level 4:
I can evaluate whether a series of equations are equivalent and justify 
my reasoning.



I can evaluate whether a series of equations are equivalent and justify my 
reasoning.
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